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came from the Board of Trade under Ms presi-
dency and passed through, the House of Commons
in October of 1906. Now for the first time
piloting Ms own measures from the Treasury
Benchj Mr. Lloyd George showed new parlia-
mentary powers that astonished the critics. The
wiseacres had shaken their heads. " Too much
of a rebel to govern! " they had said. " So
accustomed to obstruction, that he will obstruct
himself! " said others, scoffing. But they were
wrong. He developed new powers of adroit
persuasiveness that surprised lookers-on. He
was patient and conciliatory. He could be firm
when necessary ; but at other times he seemed
all open-mindedness. He had won Ms way very
often just when every one else thought that he
had lost it. He knew when to sacrifice details
in order to win principles.
Now that the Board of Trade found that they
had secured a good law-maker, the progressive
officials who distinguish that Department pressed
on him other tasks. There was, for instance,
the question of the law of patents, crying for
consolidation and amendment. There, too, legis-
lation was long overdue.
Consolidation was easy. But, in looking into
the state of the law, Mr. Lloyd George soon dis-
covered that there was one glaring British griev-
ance which no Minister had yet dared to touch.
Mr. Lloyd George refused to be paralysed by
the terrorism of the Protection controversy.
He has never admitted the view that Free
Trade means discrimination against your own
country.